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On the passing of Pope Francis

Dear fathers, deacons, brothers, sisters, and all members of the faithful.

| greet you with joy in the name of the Risen Lord, having just celebrated the Paschal Mysteries of our salvation.

However, it is also with a heavy heart that | write this correspondence, for our joy at entering into the Easter Season has been
immediately met by the sad news of the passing of Pope Francis. This came as a shock to me, as we all went to bed last night
happy to have seen him giving his Urbi et Orbi blessing, which was his special apostolic blessing, and now it seems his farewell, to
the church in Rome and to the world.

Elected by the college of cardinals in 2013, in which our own Archbishop Emeritus Wilfrid Cardinal Napier OFM participated, Pope
Francis has been a shepherd who consistently taught us to be a church which lives the Gospel through the imitation of Christ’s
love, by reaching out to the poor, the needy, the marginalized, and those on the peripheries of our society.

His legacy Is one which has undoubtedly enriched the Church in the modern world, bringing her closer to the image and likeness
of the father in the parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32), who reaches out without judgement or condemnation, but rather
seeks to draw the sinner in with forgiveness and compassion.

Among his many writings he emphasized the gift of faith as a guiding light (Lumen Fidei), as well as encouraging human fraternity
and solidarity (Fratelli Tutti), and renewed care for the natural environment (Laudato Si).

There will be Holy Mass celebrated for Pope Francis at the Emmanual Cathedral at 6pm on Wednesday the 23" of April in both
English and isiZulu, and | encourage all who are able to attend. Furthermore, on this coming Divine Mercy Sunday | request that
all parishes in the archdiocese pray for the repose of the soul of Pope Francis as their mass intention.

Finally, when it comes to praying for the Holy Father during the Eucharistic Prayer, parishes shall omit praying for Pope Francis
and simply pray for the Archbishop and the Auxiliary Bishop. You should pray for Pope Francis at the commemoration for the
dead, as well as in your intercessory prayers until his burial, Please keep in mind the cardinals who will be travelling, including
Cardinal Stephen Brislin, for the Pope’s funeral and the upcoming conclave.

May the soul of Pope Francis, rest in the light of the Risen Lord, and find joy and peace in the eternal kingdom as a good and
faithful servant, now finally at rest in the Father’s house. All clergy and religious are requested to pray the Office of the Dead in
the Liturgy of the Hours.

Yours in the Risen Christ,

+ Siegfried M;ndla Jwara CMM
Archbishop of Durban




